





Shojo Beat 



Story & Art by 

Aya NaLaUara 






_(J) 


(T=r^TTfV^rrir^ _ (f) 

Chapter 1. 3 

Chapter 2.55 

Chapter 3.. .99 

Chapter 4.140 

Glossary..181 

V_ J 






















































































































Shojo Beat 









































































































































































































RISA' 



































































































































I 

AM IN 
^ LOVE// 
































































































































































































































D. 


Hell*, niae te 
vneet i|*u! AmJ if 
H/eVe flk'eeHlf kWet, 
kell* aflfliw! 

Alffl Nflk-fltlflK'fl 


Tin’s is ali'-eaHif /nij 
eleventh ke*k- *f 
KWl, tk*t 
k*ppene*l fast! 

"L tnle'AGevn' 
is eppa*"entli| 
sk*rt fet* 

"La^eli] Gennpleii. 11 

(kean£aij) 
I just eeuldnt 
oavne up witk a 
title fan tkis 
iemiei, io I ended 
up I'-el^Vl^ *M Ultf 
edtxtoni wiidonn. 
And SiViee e'Jenif- 
tkintj ieenni tB 
t\et abbreviated 
tkese dayi, me 
decided tB of 
alnead and abbne- 
Viate it f Bn i|*u 
nitjbt Wbwi tine 
itant. 


T ke*& is tlnene \he 
tine little paper 
flat] they sti ala inta 
leads' lunekes. Tkat 
is, it s a iant at 
deeeratien. [J’ut 
harVina ta dram it in 
nnijiel f t>an i-anne- 
tiVnes !oe a pain. 
La\/e &>Gbm 

^Tki’s if a 
iwiitaf'*- 





















































































































HEY DUPE. 
LET'S BOTH 
MAKE THIS 
A SUMMER 
OF LOVE/ 



















































































NOW 

WHAT? 





























SHE SAID 
YOU'RE ?> 
SMALL, \ ! 
BIS DEAL/ > 


































































SHE'S 

/ SCAREP 

OF GUYS II 
GENERAL. 

SO I 

PON'T THINK 

it's you IN 
1 PARTICULAR. 




WHAT 


WHAT 

IF... 

SHE JUST 

MAYBE 

CHlHARU 

WOULD 

JUST 


HAS A 

HAPPEN 

WHAT 


HASN'T 

LITTLE 

IF I 

IF/ 


NOTICED 

CRUSH 

SOT 

HIM? 


illfr ^ IT YET I 

ON " 
HIM...- 


r ; " 












































pliiiiffl 


































































































BUT WE 
BOTH HAVE 
THE SAME 
COMPLEX: 
OUR 
HEIGHT. 


OUR 

PROBLEMS BUT I 
ARE THE PROBABLY 
EXACT UNDER¬ 
OPPOSITE... STAND HIS 
FEELINGS 
BETTER 
THAN 
ANYONE 
ELSE. 


THIS 
GUY 
REALLY 
PISSES 
ME OFF 
SOME¬ 
TIMES. 







...IT MAKES 
ME FEEL 
LIKE I CAN, 
TOO. 


SO WHEN 

6tani sAys 

HE'S GOING 
TO GO 
FOR IT... 



ANP I'M 
GONNA 
GO AFTER 
SUZUKI/ 











THANKS 

FOR 

YELLING 
AT ME/ 
dTANI. 



...I'LL ENP 
UP HUNCHEP 
OVER/ ALWAYS 
WORRIEP 
ABOUT MY 
HEIGHT. 
















































CHAPTER 2 





















"I THINK IT'S 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE OUR 
EYES ARE AT 
ABOUT THE 
SAME HEIGHT, 
SO I PON'T 
FEEL LIKE 
I'M TALKING 
TO A GIRL." 





































































































































































































































































...GOING 
FOR IT 15 
JUST A 
WASTE OF 
TIME... 









































































THINK 

ABOUT 

YOUR 

HEIGHT 

BEFORE 

you SO 
JUMPING, 
SHORT/// 


ALL 

RIGHT 

KIDS, 

THAT'S 

ENOUGH 

FOR 

TODAy.' 
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"YOU BEING 
TALL AND 
ME BEING 
SHORT APE 
OUTSIDE 
OUR 

CONTROL." 


'WHAT THAT 
MEANS IS, 
WE GOTTA 
WORK ON 
THE OTHER 
STUFF." 


\\m 



















you 

REALLY 

WERE. 




































AT 

LEAST 
THAT'S 
HOW IT 


BUT 
I WAS 
WRONG. 


KNEW 

HOW 

6tani 

FEELS 

BETTER 

THAN 

ANYONE 

ELSE. 

























I GUESS 
I PIPN'T 
UNPER- 
STANP 
dTANI'S 
FEELINGS 
AT ALL. 
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1 am inenedibltf flam 
at earning up with 
Story lines, wbieb 
is a bit] problem. 

Tbe pretlew euts in 
Pessatsu Margaret 
kate ta be drawn 
montks ahead, 
when notklny S 
been decided yet, 

'a I eyenerally end 


up lijinp bi^-t, 
Ibis mantn s 


is mentis was 
a neal wbappen. 
"Thene's a paint when 
a lie ^ets sa bi^ ijau 
ba\/e ta eall it fnaud. 
Its unbeliei/able. 
i^b!! If anif af i^au 
kata aid c-oples af 
Pessatsu Margaret, 
please dan t ev’en 
<^a baeb and laab at 
tbase pretlews... 


Nat that this has 
anytklny ta da with 
anytkimty, but I bad 
neter bau^bt 
Pessatsu Margaret 
until I debuted as 
an artist... I’d always 
been a ^e/uXe 
Manaanet reader. 
And 1 read The 
Margaret, too. 
Puip’n^ a eopy etery 
mantb ean be pnettu 
band want... £>b! 

Put please doll 
Tbene's lets af wai^ 
betten manaa than 
this ane inside! 

. ? Hey, don t put 

yourself' down libe 

Come on, tyotta tyo 
fan It... 

Okay, I'll try banden 




























































































































HUH... 









































THANK 

you, 

6TANI. 


## 







8 . 

fm wnitin^ this 
at the te^innin^ 
af Fetnuany... 
and mu nail, whieh 
split k-iejht dawn 
the middle an 
New t/ean’s Fv'e, 
with half af it 
falling aff, has 
finally ynawn taels. 


<£>h my!! hJhat is 
wnan^ with this 
pensan?! Is she 
tnyin^ ta iynass us 
aut with this awful, 
painful-saundiny 



‘T-peahln^ af painful 
stanies, anee when 
I was wanting at 
a talseny, I was 
slieincj tnead with 
the slieina maehine 
when my finyen... 

£jyaaaaaaayh!! 

Nhat am I, stupid?! 
It's starting ta 
hunt just fnam 
wnitiny ataut it!! 
^yaaaaaay/rf 

£>h man... 

EJ’e i/eny eaneful 
with yaun finyens, 


I'M 

JUST 

50 

...THAT ©LAP 

I HAVE 

6TANI 

HERE 

WITH 

ME. 









































































































...IT'S 

cuz 

YOU'RE 

SO 

SMALL. 


GREAT, 
WE GOT 
LAUGHED 
AT CUZ 
YOU'RE 
SO TALL. 


GUESS 

YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

YOU? 























...WHAT 

15 

THI5? 



IT 

FEEL5 

WEIRP. 






SUZUKI- 
KUN ANP 
I WEEE 
, TOTALLy IN 
u! tu youE wAy, 
nUn WEEEN'T 





































































CHAPTER 3 
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AMP 

SO... 


...6TAMIAMP K !f W 
I HAP ©ONE 
BEYONP 
COMEPy PUO 
TO BECOMING 
OFFICIALLY 
RECOGNIZEP 
SWEETHEARTS 
OF YEAR 1, 

CLASS 2- 



































































































































































































i mean; 

I TOTALLY 
GAVE 
UP ON 
SUZUKI... 


MAYBE 
IT ISN'T 
HOPE¬ 
LESS 
AFTER 
ALL...// 


MAYBE I 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE?/ f 
I STILL I 
HAVE A 
CHANCE?/ 


BUT 

THERE'S 
FOUR OF 
THEM... 


WHAT'RE / 















































































































































































































































































































































iwSer Xfe 

THIN© J ££* 

SHORTY/ / 




n 

WHO NEEPS 


\ o y 

T\i OH, 

YOUR HELP, 
ANYWAY?/ 

\ I CAN PEAL 

UM... 


YEAH?' 

\ WITH THIS 

RISA? ff 

n FINE// 

5 .. 

/ MYSELF/ 




r’ 

. JUMBO- 


















































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 4 
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NO/ 

WE 
ARE 
. NOT// 

• 

# • m 
% # # 

i 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































HOW MANY 

euys are 
you GONNA 
MEET 

WHO'RE lOO 
PERCENT 
COMPATIBLE 
WITH you? 



































...WHAT? 





























THE 

GIRLS 

HERE. 


but if you 

DON'T GO 
BACK TO 
YOUR SEAT 
I'M GONNA 
GET THE 
EVIL EyE. 


THEy 

THINK 

yOU'RE 

ADORABLE. 


THE 

EVIL 

EyE? 

FROM 

WHO? 
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...dTANI 
ISN'T 
SO BAD- 
LOOKIN©. 
HE'S 

ACTUALLY 

PRETTY 

CUTE. 


BUT 
I DID 
HAVE FUN 
WHEN 
UMIBdzU 
CAME 
ON/ 


I KNOW, 
HUH?/ 
ME TOO! 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU 
FOUND 
THAT 
dTANI/ 


...AND 
WE CAN 
TALK 
ABOUT 
ALL 

KINDS OF 
STUFF.. 


7 I REALLY 
WANTED TO 1 
TELL YOU, LIKE, 1 
THAT MOMENT, 
BUT I DECIDED 
IT'D BE BETTER 
TO SURPRISE YOU 
BY HAVING IT 
SUDDENLY COME 
. ON, SO I KEPT 
f QUIET ABOUT IT. 





































...SSE? 


100 

PERCENT 
COMPATIBLE 
DOES N'T 
COUNT FOR 
ANYTHING 
IF YOU 
AREN'T 
IN LOVE. 


ALL IT 
MEANS IS 
WE BOTH 
GET REALLY 
EXCITED 
SINGING 
UMIB6ZU 
SONGS 
TOGETHER. 













WELL, 

AT LEAST 
IT LOOKS 
LIKE I WON'T 
HAVE TO BUY 
HIM THOSE 
BASKETBALL 
SHOES 
RIGHT AWAY 




(to be continued) 










jrDceait^-. 

Page 9, panel 6: All Hanshin-Kyojin 

All Hanshin-Kyojin are a manzai duo from the late '70s early 
‘80s and still perform today. Mainzai are two-person stand- 
up comedy acts with one person acting as the boke (fool) 
and the other as the tsukkomi (who constantly castigates the 
boke for his feotishnsss). Kyojln is Japanese for “giant,” and 
is used as a nickname for the Tokyo-based Yomiuri Giants. 

The Kansai-based Hanshin Tigers are called “Hanshin” rather 
than “the Tigers." These two baseball teams are in constant 
rivalry—at least in Kar.sai people's minds—even though the 
Tigers tend to be at the bottom of the league standings and 
the Giants at the top. The manzai duo All Hanshin-Kya|in 
consists of a shrimp (Hanshin) and a giant (Kyojln). 

Page 58, panel 5: Nori-tsukkomi 

A type of comedy delivery when you pretend to go along 
with the set-up, and then turn around and call the other 
person on it. 111© 6tani does in this scene. 

Page 78, panel 1: Yukata 

Summer kimono, usually made of brightly colored cotton. The 
yukata originated as a bathrobe in the Heian period, and the 
word comes from yu (bath) and katabira (underclothes). Today, 
yukata are often worn during summer festivals and fireworks 
displays or at traditional Japanese inns. 

Page 148, panel 6: Umibozu 

The name of Rissa and Otani’s favorite group means “seq 
goblin." 

Page 162, panel 5: Karaoke night 

This is called g&kcn in Japanese and is a party for meeting 
people, like a big group date with no commitment. Usually, 
gdkan are made up of 10-12 people, like the one hew. 

Page 165, panel 6: The Pet Shop Boys 

The original Japanese references the folk tale “Momotaro," 
or Peach Boy, who is accompanied on his adventure by a 
pheasant, a monkey, and a dog. 

V_y 







Ever since my debut I ve been using 
the same mechanical pencil that 
a friend gov© me when I landed 
my first job. But the other day it 
suddenly disappeared. I want to the 
store hoping to find the same model, 
but they didn't have it, so I bought a 
whole bunch of different ones and 
am now auditioning them. 

But,..it's gotta be that one! 

Waaaahll 


Aya Nakahara won the 2003 
Shagdkukan manga award for her 
breakthrough hit LovekCom, which 
was made into a major motien 
picture and a PS2 game in 2006. 
She debuted with Haru to Kuuki 
Nichiyo-hi in T995, and her other 
works include HANADA and Himitsu 
Kichl 
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